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What is coastal sustainability?











Better = Care



https://usc.edu.au/coastalgovernace



https://wacmn.net/
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FIND OUT MORE

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2024.103687

Coastal Community

Actions 
considered 
innovative  

Technological developments (e.g.,
improved information on coastal
change)
Forward planning activities
Infrastructure (e.g., seawalls, solar
farms, foreshore developments)
Improvements in risk management
Cross-jurisdictional networks
Policy or legislative change
Citizen science (e.g., CoastSnap)
Community awareness-raising (e.g.,
Coastal Ambassadors)

Technologies that improve service 
provision (e.g., health apps, 
volunteer recruitment apps)
Change in problem-solution framing
(e.g., listening programs; mobile
housing)
Collaborative service delivery (e.g., 
service hubs)

Objective of 
innovation

Address risk (e.g., flood risk)
Build organisational capacity (e.g., 
improve knowledge/understanding 
of risk) 
Increase community awareness (e.g., 
community engagement in 
adaptation planning, understanding 
of coastal processes)

Address community need (e.g., 
homelessness)
Build organisational capacity (e.g., 
NGO partnerships)
Build community capacity (e.g., 
upskill youth)

Who is involved? Local government
State government
Consultants/researchers
Local community members/beach
users

Community organisation (in-house)
Other non-government
organisations



FIND OUT MORE

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2023.106953



Exemplars

Sought: 

• Impact beyond the immediate focal area of the 
organization 

• To achieve community sustainability (social and 
ecological)

Operated independently from government

Supported cross-sectoral collaboration

FIND OUT MORE

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2024.103687



Do we have a vision for coastal 
sustainability?
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FIND OUT MORE

www.usc.edu.au/coastalgovernance
Access final report here

http://www.usc.edu.au/coastalgvernance
https://www.usc.edu.au/media/jfgmlema/end-user-report_coastal-governance.pdf


What (and who) are we managing (for)?



FIND OUT MORE FIND OUT MORE

Full report here

https://api.research-repository.uwa.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/292823132/Elrick-Barr_Rogers_2023_Community_values_and_vision_for_Cockburn_Sound.pdf




https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change/managed-retreat/

Mach and Siders 2021
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.
abh1894

FIND OUT MORE







“‘more understandable, usable, and actionable and 
something that speak to [their] needs…’” (Panwar et al 2024)
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